
 

Hitchin Nomads Cycling Club 

Committee Meeting: 13 January 2016, 9 p.m. 

Venue: Fitness Exchange, Hitchin 

 

Present:  Nick Senechal, Phil George, John Watson, Nick Hickman; Andrew Stevenson, 

Ross Thomson, Nigel Wilson, Paul Riley, Meli Fletcher 

1. Apologies for absence:  None 

 

2. Minutes of last meeting held 9th November 2015 were approved by those present. Special 
thanks to Nick Hickman for providing minutes so quickly after the event.  

 NS offered to again informally post meeting highlights to the Club’s Facebook Group. 

3. Matters Arising from last Minutes: 

a) Annual Awards Lunch  

 MF’s organization for this coming Sunday, 17th January 2016 at Stondon Golf Club is 
all in hand. 45 have confirmed attendance, trophies have been collected and James 
Spence will deliver them to the venue prior to Sunday. 
b) Events 

 Open 25 miles Time Trial on F14/25 – Saturday 28 May 2015 - confirmed by CTT 
London North District 

 Interclub 30 miles Time Trial from Southill – Sunday 26 June 2015 - confirmed by NH. 
 Road Race on Great Barford Course - Sunday 11 September 2015 – AS confirmed 

registration with British Cycling 

 Tour of Herts AKA “Hitchin Cobbled Classic” confirmed as 19th June – “Criterium” 
style racing around Hitchin town centre. This is being led by Jez Cox from 
Hertfordshire council with strong support from Kinetic Cycles. Likely races to include: 
novice, children, women’s race plus usual men’s races. The Club has been asked to 
support the event by acting as official promoter of the BC cycling  event, and to 
make a funding request to North Herts council to assist with traffic management 
costs. It was agreed that HNCC would support the event and take a pro-active role in 
the Organising Committee (AS, JW, NS). It was noted the date clashes with Club 100 
Time Trial (ECCA event on E2/100) 

 
c) Club Nights 



 

 JW reported that these had been reasonably successful with good feedback from all 
attendees. There was slow take-up prior to Christmas but Since New Year, between 
12 - 14 members have attended each Wednesday, generating between £30 to £40.  
Cost is £50 per night. 

 HNCC are committed up to last week in February. Agreed that this would be 
reviewed at next committee meeting in February 

 

d) Community Feedback to Club (alternative 10m TT course) 

 There has been no further contact from Old Warden Parish Council regarding 
aversion to cycling in the village since the last meeting.  Impression is that the issue 
has reduced in significance.  NH confirmed he has not prioritised  registering an 
alternative course with the various authorities due to time pressures dealing with 
other TT business and the calmer situation in Old Warden 

 

 

4. Club Medals 

NW reported that Frank Turner has a quotation for 80 new medals at a cost of £256 + 
VAT and carriage. It was agreed that NW would arrange with Frank for these to be 
ordered and the cost passed to PR in due course.  

5. Guidance on Second Claim Members 

NH has provided a draft guidance note on Second Claim membership of HNCC. It was 
agreed that this would be published on the web site, Facebook page and in the 
newsletter. 

6. Web Hosting 
 

HNCC now uses only the ”hitchinnomads.cc”. The Domain “hitchin-noads.co.uk” recently 
expired. PG reported that the problems with club email group dated from this expiry. The 
“.cc” domain does not, currently, cater for distribution lists to the extent that the 
“.co.uk” domain did. 

It was agreed that the monthly subscription should be upgraded from £1.99 to £3.99 
p.c.m. which will ensure that distribution lists work for ease of governance and that e-
mails can also be sent from the five HNCC addresses in use. Currently paid for by Steve 
Austin – PG to make the changes as agreed.  

 
7. Ride Leaders 

 

 The appointment of ride leaders appears to have improved club run etiquette 
and safety.  

 Agreed that a “watching brief” should be maintained and that all senior and 
more experienced members (not just ride leaders) should be encouraging and 
advising more inexperienced members. 

 
 
 



8. Targeting Specific Events 
 

 Time Trials – NH confirmed one a month approach for a Nomads team entry has 
been instigated 

 Road Race – 7 races in the new Central Road Race League (CRRL) with 
potentially more to follow (See 9) below) 

 Team Time Trials – JW highlighted Bath Uni and the Nationals. NW suggested 
the Silverstone TT. Agreed that to achieve best results we should select our best 
Nomads team(s) rather than just leave it to individuals to enter on their own. JW 
to devise a diplomatic and effective way to do this. 

 Women’s Team competitions can now be a realistic target given the rising 
number of female members in the club 

 
9. Principles of the CRLL Road Race entry system 

 
 Discussed that new racers should cut their teeth at Crits prior to a full road race 

 HNCC will have four guaranteed places at each race – at present this was on a first come first 
served basis. 

 Agreed JW would provide a note to AS on principles for selection to race in road race league 
for consideration by the league to avoid future arguments  
 
 

10. Next meeting  
 

 Week commencing Monday 8 February 2016 – time and venue to be confirmed 

11. Any Other Business 

 NS raised the forthcoming AGM, proposed 23rd March 2016, prior to Easter. 
Proposals for committee positions will be open. NS re-iterated his intention to 
step down as Chair at the AGM so all to consider suitable nominations for this 
job and any other committee positions.  It was noted that all committee 
positions held were contestable, but that candidates had been unopposed in 
recent years. 

 PR indicated that accounts for 2015 were complete and he would  approach 
John Haughton regarding auditing of accounts 

 


